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It Is Time… 
 
It is time to pray 
 Pray hard 
 Pray deep 
 Pray.  Pray. 
 
We are standing at the brink: 
 Maybe it’s the edge of something new: 
 Our feet are already in the water … 
 … how deep is it out there? 
 
Christ is calling us 
 Calling us to take a step 
  and then one more 
  and one more 
  and one more. 
 How far in does he want us to go? 
  It’s getting deeper. 
 
It is time to pray. 
 Christ is sitting in a boat 
  inviting us to wade in closer 
   to deeper water 
  where we’ll have to swim a fair distance 
   just to reach the boat 
 He wants us to climb on board 
  but the gunwale is high, too high 
  we can only do this if he reaches down to help. 
 He will help. 
  Won’t he? 
 
It is time to pray: 
 Help us, Lord, 
  give us the faith to lift our feet from the lake bottom 
  give us the buoyancy of heart to swim toward you; 
  help us over the edge. 
 
It is time to pray. 
 Pray hard 
 Pray deep 
  Because he wants us on the boat with him 
  Because he has places he wants to take us, 
   over deeper water. 
       Rick Neale 
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Doraville, GA  30340 

Ph:770-455-8117 
Fax: 770-455-8553 

Email: newcovenantpcusa@bellsouth.net 
Website: www.cncdoraville.org 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Rick Neale 
pastorcnc@bellsouth.net 

 
Community and Witness Ministry Coordinator  

George Tatro 
inakitatro@bellsouth.net 

 
Organist and Choir Director 

Nick Klemetson 
nick.klemetson@gmail.com 

 
 Office Administrator 

Gail Brown 
newcovenantpcusa@bellsouth.net 

  
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 9:30 am-2:30 pm 

 
Session Members 

 

Class of 2009 
Scott Holton (Stewardship & Finance) 
Jeannie Jones (Spiritual Growth) 
Richard Russ (Building & Grounds) 
Stephanie Dodunski, Youth Elder (Fellowship) 
 

Class of 2010 
Ashley DeVore (Clerk of Session) 
Curt Schroeder (Witness) 
Gretchen Turner (Worship) 
 

Class of 2011 
Scott Pieper (Building & Grounds, P.R. Team) 
Mina Grier  (Evangelism)  
Jeff Davis (Fellowship) 

New Covenant News is a monthly publication 
printed by Church of the New Covenant, PC 
U.S.A, Doraville, Georgia. If you have news 
you would like to share of upcoming events, 
please email or call the church office:  
newcovenantpcusa@bellsouth.net,   
770-455-8117.  The deadline for monthly sub-
missions is the third Wednesday of the 
month. 

Newsletter Submissions 

Session Highlights 

For the past few months our session meetings have looked a little 
different.  We haven’t gone through each committee checking in 
or reading the reports that have been submitted.  We’ve been 
studying the Bible together and seeing where the Spirit is leading 
CNC.  Our meeting on January 18, 2009 was full of the Spirit.  
After some action items including allowing GALEO to use our 
building again for their Saturday classes, ordering communion to 
be served during Scott Pieper and Ashley DeVore’s wedding, and 
hearing about the Seventh Day Adventists no longer using our 
building for their worship needs, we moved into a Bible study led 
by Tom Tewell on Luke 5:1-11. 
 This text is the story of Jesus telling the exhausted and 
tired fisherman to go into deeper water to catch some fish after a 
night of catching nothing.  With a little reluctance, the fisherman 
go and their nets are overflowing with fish.  At the end of the pas-
sage Jesus tells these men that they will become fishers of peo-
ple.  As a group we discussed how CNC can relate to this pas-
sage.  We also shared where each of us had experienced God in 
the last few weeks.  Some of the stories included conversations 
with fellow employees, friends, and encounters with the home-
less, fisherman, children, colleagues, grandchildren and visitors. 
 After an hour or so, the elephant in the room was vocal-
ized, that with the SDA church leaving, we will be over $30,000 
short from making budget this year.  Rick gave us the three op-
tions he believes CNC can do.  We can either see this short fall 
an opportunity to do something radically different with CNC, we 
can become a New Church Development or we can plan on clos-
ing our doors on December 31, 2009.  As a session we commit-
ted to throwing our net into deeper water; becoming a vital con-
gregation and we will have results from this endeavor by June 30, 
2009.  The session will be going on a retreat with Tom Tewell on 
February 28, 2009 to further flesh out this net throwing business.  
Please, please, please talk to a session member if you have 
some wonderful ideas on how we can become a vital congrega-
tion to our neighborhood or if you have any concerns. 

Following our wholehearted commitment to becoming a 
vital congregation, we had a few more action items to get to.  We 
voted down endorsing the “Declaration of Principles for a Presi-
dential Executive Order on Prisoner Treatment, Torture and Cru-
elty”.  We voted for an aerobics class to use the fellowship hall 
two mornings a week if they decide to choose us as their site.  
The session retreat with the new elders will be on May 15 and 16, 
with the ordination if applicable and instillation on May 17th.  Scott 
Pieper and Gretchen Turner were appointed as the session mem-
bers to be on next year’s Nominating Committee. 

Session members are to read John 5:1-18 over the next 
month and see what it is saying to CNC.  Join us in this studying 
let us know what you are hearing the Spirit say about CNC.  In 
addition to our voices, we need to hear your voice as well. 

  —Ashley DeVore, Clerk of Session 
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The Clifton Night Hospitality volunteers for  
February are: 
 
February 14 Ted & Suzanne Mikalsen 
February 21 Bob & Pauline Weaver;  
    Jan Kepic & Sandy Bond 
 
If you have an interest in serving the homeless at 
this worthy ministry, please contact Bob Weaver 
at  770-938-1334 to learn more about  
opportunities. 

   
Save the Date! 
Our February 
meeting will be 
held following 
worship,  
February 8. 

From the  
Witness Committee ...                                           
 

We celebrate the support shown for the Clifton  
Sanctuary Ministries: 

white socks (65 pair), dress 
socks (33 pair), tee shirts (15), 
briefs and boxers (35), caps 
(20) knitted by Claire Commins 
and fleece scarfs(14) made by 
Nancy Digh-Carbini, friend of 
Susan Goslin, were delivered 
to Clifton on January 2nd. 
 

Julie Moor, Office Administra-
tor, was so excited to receive 
the gifts and repeatedly  

expressed appreciation and thankfulness.  Julie has 
attended our church in the past and sends her  
greetings to friends at CNC.   
 

The Witness Committee thanks everyone for provid-
ing these gifts for the homeless men at Clifton. 
                   
    —Pauline Weaver 

News and Notes 

Community Event Teams Forming   
 

The Witness Committee is now recruiting for two  
community event teams.  

One team will plan the hosting of a community 
concert by the Georgia Perimeter College Jazz 
Ensemble (date TBD).   
 

The other team will begin planning 
our next Love Your Mother Earth event 
(similar in format to the one last spring) to 
take place around the time of Earth Day  
(April 22).   
 

Please contact the church office if you are interested in 
participating in (or leading) one of these teams. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Donations of warm clothing from 
CNC were gratefully accepted 
by Oakhurst Family Center at  
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church. 

 
   A Service for Healing  
   and Wholeness is held  
   every Wednesday at noon      

  in the sanctuary.  

 
 
 
 
 
Happy Anniversary Wishes 

to  
Bill and Pat Bower 

from your Church Family! 
February 14 
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Dear Church Family, 
 

We surely appreciate all the fabulous gifts and 
games you donated to Cross Cultural Ministries 
this past December. 
 

The children were so  blessed. 
 

Many blessings in 2009. 
 

   Sincerely, 
   Virginia Cosgrove 

 
 
           
 

 
 

 
Dear CNC Family,   
 

Many thanks for your wonderful donation of brand 
new socks and underwear delivered by Pauline and 
Bob Weaver.   
 

It appears CNC’s “Socks & Skivvies” Tree was a big  
success.  Socks and skivvies are usually the first item 
of clothing any new guest requires.  It feels so good 
to be able to offer these necessities to someone com-
ing in from the streets, their relief and gratitude are 
undeniable.  These items we can easily take for 
granted are precious to our group. The lovely scarves 
and hats are extremely timely also.   
 

We should have some of the best dressed men in  
Atlanta coming from here soon! 
 

Thank you on behalf of the Board, Staff and Guests 
of Clifton Sanctuary Ministries! 
 

Best Wishes for a grand  2009! 
     Julie Moor 
                                                                                   
 
 
   

"Preach the Good News at all times, 
in all places, to all people. Sometimes 
use words.”     -John Wesley 

To the Members of Church of  
the New Covenant, 
 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
all the prayers these last months on behalf of my 
brother, Bill. 
 

Your faithfulness has touched deeply.  You don’t 
know Bill or me, yet those prayers kept coming.  
Wow!  I don’t have powerful enough words for 
what’s inside of me.  I find this so moving. 
 

I don’t know how all of this works; prayer, life, 
death.  Your prayers were part of a healing proc-
ess, though. But if this had been Bill’s time to die I 
believe your prayers would have helped the transi-
tion for him and his whole family.  I believe there is 
a bigger picture, one that I just don’t see yet. 
 

Good news!  Bill just had his latest CT scan and 
there is no sign of cancer.  His staph infection is 
finally leaving him.  His bond with his wife and sons 
has become stronger and deeper.   
 

There is an added joy in life and the world around.  
All of us feel so glad to have this page turned.  
Though his cancer may return he has now.  Now is 
enough and now is all you and I have. 
 

Thank you for taking part in this journey with my 
family and with me. 
   Sincerely,  
   Susan Patterson  
                  (friend of Rick’s from Schola Cantorum) 

 
Dear CNC Family, 
 
Words cannot adequately express my 
thankfulness to you all during the untimely 
death of my brother.  You all were there for 
me with prayers, thoughts, cards, and calls.  
I have felt your love and continue to feel it.  
Thank you for uplifting me during this  
difficult time. 
   Yours in Christ, 
   Marsha Thurston 

Words of Thanks... 
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Presbyterian Women at CNC 

Upcoming Events: 
 

2009: 
     

Looking Ahead:   
2/6 ~    9AM—Noon 
            CWU meets at CNC 
               Helen Palmour, contact 
 

2/10 ~ 10AM & 6:30 PM 
            PW Circles meet 
  Bible Study Lesson 5    
 
2/14 ~  Caring Community  
 Conference 
  Registration deadline 2/1 
 

2/25 ~  Ash Wednesday 
 
3/1 ~    PW Coord. Team 
               Meets after worship 
 
3/8 ~    11 AM 
             Gifts of Women Service 
  Ashley DeVore,  
    Guest in the Pulpit 
 
3/10 ~ 10 AM—2:30 PM 

             PW Spring Retreat 
             Peachtree Presbyterian 

 “Empowered by Prayer”  
               Joan Gray,  Leader   

  Contact Suzanne Mikalsen 
  for more information 

      
3/10 ~ 10AM & 6:30 PM 
             PW Circles meet 
  Bible Study Lesson 6 
 
3/15 ~ PW Annual Presbytery 
 Gathering 
           New Life Presbyterian 

Church 

Quote for the month… 
“Not to us, O Lord, not us 
  but to your name be the glory, 
  because of your love and faithfulness.”   
                                                        Psalm 115, vs. 1, NIV 

Moderator Musings… 
 
It was a very cold, crisp Saturday morning.  Several members of our PW group 
got up earlier than I did, preparing food, running by Sam’s for “one more thing” 
for their gifts in the Valentine Gifts Boxes and driving several miles to arrive on 
time.  Jan and Sandy had delicious eggs and grits warm in the oven, hot cider 
and coffee as we arrived.  Claire had lovely asparagus wrapped in ham, and 
ladies arrived in good spirits, loading the staircase with bags and bags of items 
to be packed!  What a great Winter Gathering we experienced, packing 19 
boxes to the brim!  (we always pack an extra in case a name missed the list!)  
Sure enough, the task was done quickly with many hands, full hearts and love 
spilling out of each woman as they talked and bubbled over with the joy of this 
special mission to our beloved students. 
 
“It takes me an evening to do one. . .”  was heard from our Valentine Gift Chair-
person, Claire Commins, who had knitted each student a winter cap in their 
SCHOOL COLORS!  (see photos of the caps, “capping the contents of the 
boxes”).   What a perfect gift for these students, a handmade cap especially for 
them!  Not only useful, I predict these will be a keepsake for many years for 
these recipients. (just so you can appreciate the love that goes into each twist of 
the yarn, an evening for Claire is about 6-8 hours) 
 
For my part, I learned a bit about some of our students from proud parents, 
aunts and grandparents and would like to share this with you.  More information 
will be posted on our bulletin board at the church as we learn more, but for our 
news this month, here are some fun facts to know about our just a few of our 
wonderful students this year! 
 
After interviewing for this article, I cannot help but feel a stronger connection to 
these students and our PW project led by Claire’s team, Milly Ball, Judy 
Cook, and Pauline Weaver.  Many thanks to Bud Commins and Ralph Wedd, 
who taped up and helped take it all to the post office for delivery this week.   
This prayer is my only response for this month’s news and for the loving hearts 
who support this mission outreach to students.  God works in so many ways for 
good in the world.   
 
                                                                         In Christ, Suzanne Mikalsen 
 
“May our Valentine Gifts bring gladness and be a nurturing expression of 
God’s peace and love for these students and relatives.  May they know 
they are in God’s care at all times and are supported in love as they grow 
in knowledge and wisdom.  Keep us all ever joyful in Your Service, we 
pray.”   
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REBECCA ALTMAN, granddaughter of DONNA 
ALTMAN, is a senior and on the Dean’s List at Geor-
gia College and State University in Milledgeville, Ga.  
She is a Math Education Major, fluent in Spanish and 
after graduation this summer, will study and travel in 
Spain to improve those language skills.   
Felicidades, Rebecca! 

 

TREY DELONG, grandson of  
JUDY COOK, likes to work with 
his hands, as he enjoys “keeping 
to himself while he does his 
thing”.  His “thing” is to design 
and build things, and he is a Bio-
Medical Engineering student at 
Georgia Tech, here in Atlanta.  
As a freshman, he was on a team 
to design and build a prosthesis 
for a small child.  What a wonder-
ful contribution he made already, 
as a student! 

ROB GRIER, grandson of MINA 
GRIER, nephew of ANN GRIER,  also 
attends Georgia Tech and is a junior in 
BioMedical Engineering.  His parents 
are in California, so he visits his family 
in Atlanta often.  Rob loves water 
sports and is on the Water Ski team at 
Tech, does daring tricks and loves 
competing on the team!  He spends his 
summers in Michigan practicing on a 

SCOTT JACOBSEN, son of MARCIA JACOBSEN, is a 
junior at the University of South Carolina, after transfer-
ring from Georgia Southern University.  He is a Business  
major and also minoring in sports and entertainment man-
agement.  Scott has always loved sports and was MVP of 
the football team at Dunwoody HS, his senior year.  He is 
a great student and made the Dean’s List his first semes-
ter at USC, with five A’s and a B! 
Way to go, Scott!  Mom is quite proud! 

GILLIAN KRAUS-NEALE, daughter of RICK NEALE,  is a 
senior at University of Maryland and (no surprise here) is a 
Vocal major in Performing Arts.   She wants to pursue an 
operatic career, but this coming year, after graduation, she 
plans to give her voice some rest and work in service with 
inner city children.  We look forward to hearing more about 
this goal and her progress from Rick and Ellen in the com-
ing months! 

NICK KLEMETSON, Choir Director and 
Organist at CNC, is a graduate student 
at Emory in Sacred Music.  Originally 
from Minnesota, we are blessed weekly 
with Nick’s talents as he leads us in 
Worship.  Nick sings with the choral 
group at Emory and has a special talent 
for writing inspiring music notes in our 
bulletin to enhance our worship experi-
ence.  His research is thorough and illu-
minating as he personally conveys his 
love for the sacred texts, composers and 
music.   Our Adult Choir has performed 
Nick’s own arrangements of hymns and 
enjoyed his perspective during rehears-
als.  A very busy student, he still takes 
time to play for services at a nursing 
home near Emory each week, in addi-
tion to the responsibilities with our ser-

TEDD MEINERSMANN, son of 
NANCY AND RICK MEINERSMANN, 
grew up in our congregation and is no 
stranger to our members.  He is a 
freshman at Gainesville State College, 
Gainesville, GA, and is interested in 
physics and how it applies to sailing 
vessels.  Tedd is still interested in 
Scouting and is active in Sea Scouts, 
a group which focuses on sailing, 
boating, and aquatics.  He loves sail-
ing on Lake Lanier when he can find 
the time from studies and his second 
favorite interest, cars! 

GAELYN WALKER, a graduate student at Brockport College 
of State University of New York at Brockport, New York, 
(SUNY) and is another one of our members away for studies.  
She keeps in touch with our congregation, reads our newslet-
ters and emails about events she missed, but wishes she could 
still be a part of, here at Church of the New Covenant!  Gaelyn 
is a Dance Education major (K-12), and is a gifted musician.  
We look forward to her return to Georgia with her new degree.  
She does visit and worship with us when she comes home and 
sends her appreciation for the kindness shown by PW and our 
lifting up her prayer requests.  New York is very cold, so hurry 
back soon, Gaelyn! 

Valentine Boxes for our Students... 
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ANDREW VOGEL, grandson of MIMI CARROLL, a 
“quite good-looking” junior at the College of Wooster, 
Wooster, Mass., loves to read (and shares books with 
his grandmother), especially if the subject matter in-
volves enhancing critical thinking skills.  Andrew also 
pursues an interest in political science, plays trombone 
and is the Sports Editor of his college newspaper.  All 
this makes Andrew a well-rounded Philosophy major! 

TAYLOR WALLER, granddaugh-
ter of JAN KEPIC, entered this 
year as a freshman at University 
of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA.  
She and grandmother love to read 
and they share books and inter-
ests. (recipes, cooking and enter-
taining, too?)  It is great that Tay-
lor is close to home and Jan is still 
able to see her regularly!  Jan will 
keep us posted on her college 
career and choice of majors! 

JACOB WEAVER, grand-
son of PAULINE AND 
BOB WEAVER,  is a stu-
dent at Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College 
(ABAC) in Tifton, GA.  He 
is now a freshman and 
majoring in Forest Re-
sources, which includes 
wildlife management stud-
ies.  Jake had a busy HS 
senior year with numerous 
activities that included 
raising his steer and pig! 

RYAN WEAVER, grandson of PAULINE 
AND BOB WEAVER,  a senior at Baylor 
University in Waco, TX is combining inter-
ests and skills in music recording and busi-
ness management. He interned last summer 
with a Christian music recording group in 
Franklin, Tenn. working with live musicians 
and loving his work in this field of sacred 
music!  We are looking forward to progress 
reports from Pauline and Bob after his 
graduation! 

JOANNA WHEELER, daughter of 
JOHN WHEELER, is now in Athens, 
GA, at the University of Georgia, as a 
freshman student of Music Education.  
She would like to be a middle school or 
high school orchestra director, but who 
knows where her studies will take her, 
as she is also an accomplished cellist!  
Joanna is a member of our congregation 
and has been actively involved with our 
church all her life.  Her mother, Cathy 
Steenwick, is an organist and accompa-
nist and Joanna finds time to perform 
and be with her mother’s church as often 
as she can share her talents. 

THERESA ZEIDLER, niece of  MILLY BALL, is a 
Psychology student in Tallahassee, at Florida State 
University.  Her ‘psych’ classes are more interesting, 
she reports, with lab work of all sorts, even behav-
ioral projects teaching rats!  (they are larger than she 
imagined, but has adjusted to that part and likes it).  
Theresa is considering Educational Psychology, as 
her volunteer work is leading her in that direction.  
She volunteers with the Children’s Home Society, a 
public Child Protection Office and is able to ‘shadow’ 
mental health counselors and who work with victims 
of child abuse.   Her volunteering continues at a local 
church nursery on Wednesdays and as an after 
school homework tutor with kids in foster care.  
Wow!  This FSU student has found opportunities to 
make a difference NOW, and Milly will keep us in-
formed as she finishes her junior year!  Editor’s note: 
(Go ‘Noles!) 

Other recipients of the Valentine Gift Boxes this year are: 
KEVIN BIGELOW, son in law of MARSHA AND BILL THURSTON, hus-
band of BECKY LEE,  Port Wentworth, GA;  BJ JORDAN, son of LUCY 
AND BENNIE JORDAN; CAROLINE PALMOUR, granddaughter of 
HELEN AND WELDON PALMOUR; GEORGE TATRO, student at Colum-
bia Seminary serving with us; we will learn more to share with you later 
about these individuals, also!   
AND, we donated lots of items to the Cross-Cultural Ministries in bags 
and boxes! 

MARGUERITTE COX  is a member of our 
Adult Choir and Asbell Ringers. We are 
happy her volunteer time is with CNC!   She 
is a graduate student at Emory, from North 
Carolina, (UNC) and is a Statistics major.  
Last summer, she spent several weeks in 
Greece, with an archeological team from 
Emory, to determine and analyze whether 
there was a consistent mathematic pattern 
used in the construction of those ancient 
Greek structures.   Ask her more, if you are 
interested in her studies in that Fellowship 
program!  Margueritte is a fine musician, 
who sings soprano in the Emory University 
Choir and plays several instruments, includ-
ing violin and keyboards.  She was invited to 
be a part of us by her good friend from 
Emory, Nick Klemetson. 

More Valentine Boxes for our Students... 
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February 1 Deut. 18:15-20; Psalm 111;  
  1 Cor. 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 
February 8 Isa. 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c;  
  1 Cor. 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 
February 15 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30;   
  1 Cor. 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45 
February 22 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6;  
  2 Cor. 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
 

PRESBYTERIAN RALLY DAY AT THE CAPITOL 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Central Presbyterian Church 

What are the biblical and theological foundations of our call to public policy advocacy as Presbyterians? How will 
our country’s current economic troubles impact the state budget and the funding of critical services for the most 
vulnerable among us? Join the Public Policy Advocacy Committee of the Greater Atlanta Presbytery to learn about 

Presbyterian concerns and how you can be an effective advocate in our State. 
 

9:00 a.m. - Registration 
9:15 a.m. - "Why Presbyterians are called to Public Advocacy" 

10:00 a.m. - Small Group Sessions & Advocacy Strategies: 
Fair Wage �Juvenile Justice Code Reform � The Economy and the State Budget 
12:00 p.m. - Singing at the Capitol, - Individual meetings with State Legislators 

12:30 p.m.  - Lunch and Keynote Presentation - "The Budget as a Moral Document" 
Recognition of Presbyterian Citizen of the Year 2009 

 

For PCUSA statements about economic/budget issues, go to http://www.pcusa.org/acswp/ and click on Social Witness 
Policy Compilation. For the Federal Budget Primer for Presbyterians, go to http://www.pcusa.org/washington/
resources.Since parking is limited, please e‐mail Karen Turney at kturney55@hotmail.com if you are interested in car‐
pooling. 
To register, please fill out and send this form to Gay Alston, along with a check for $10 payable to the Presbytery of 
Greater Atlanta at 1024 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30306. Your envelope with registration form and 
check MUST be postmarked no later than January 29. Questions? Contact the Rev. Caroline M. Kelly at 404‐601‐3134 
or ckelly@cpcatlanta.org.  
Name: Street/City/Zip: __________________________________________________________________ 
Email:  Phone number:          _____________________________________________________________   
Check all that are applicable: 
_____ for purposes of communicating with you about Rally Day 
_____ to receive legislative reports during the legislative session  
_____(if you are already in our database, check this space to continue receiving them) 
Church:             __________________________________________________________________________ 
Lunch ‐ please check one of the following:  sandwich    vegetarian  



 

Page 9 

 
Our most recent 6 STAR Afghanistan family arrived in November from India where they lived as refugees for seventeen 
years. The nine family members are now living in the upstairs apartment behind Druid Hills Baptist Church. 
 

This family is a study in contrasts. Abbas is a handsome 22-
year-old guy who received his Bachelor of Commerce de-
gree, speaks English fluently, worked in finance in India and 
serves as the family spokesman.  But his two older sisters, 
Rahnuma and Nasrin (26 and 25) have never attended 
school and cannot read and write. 
 

The youngest sister, Parveen (age 12) is in the 7 grade at 
Inman, and her brother Salman (age 16) attends Grady High 
School.  Farshi (20) attended school in India, speaks English 
well, and hopes to earn a GED here. There is also Azim, age 
20, who completed one year of college in India and was work-
ing at the YMCA as an interpreter. The oldest son is living 
“without papers” in London. Now that the Safi's are in the 
U.S., their primary concern is to help get their son safely 
here. Khairhullah (father) and Khushnama (mother) are 
both 47 years old and need to learn English. 
 

They are members of the Pashtun tribe which uses the last 
name of Khan and speaks Pashto, instead of Farsi. Pashto uses the Arabic alphabet with additional Pashto letters. 
 
The family is Sunni Muslim and follows a Halal diet which is the Muslim equivalent of Kosher. All animals must be treated 
humanely and blessed following a prescribed ritual before being killed for food.  Pork, alcohol, and tobacco are prohibited. 
 
So how did an Afghani family end up in India and then come to Georgia? They were living in a fertile part of Northern Af-
ghanistan in the Kapisa Province with their extended family. Although they lived in the town of Tagaf, they kept their own 
cow and buffalo for milk and yogurt.  Food was raised on the farm for export to India. The family also had a butcher shop 
where Khairhullah worked with his father and brothers. The extended family (including the grandparents, five uncles and 
their families) and the Khairhullah Safi family lived together in a large house. 
 
During the war with Russia in the 1980's, there was pressure for the adult males to join the fight.  Men from competing 
political factions came to Khairhullah's house several times to recruit him, but he was able to get away. At night all of the 
men slept on the roof of the house to watch for danger. One night, a rocket fell right beside Khairhullah, but it didn't ex-
plode.  He decided that night to leave Afghanistan. After a few weeks in Pakistan, he moved on to India where he had 
once visited with his father. Two years later, Khairhullah returned to get his wife, children, and parents to live with him in 
Delhi. Their house in Tagaf was half destroyed in the war and the farm no longer exists.  His five brothers and their fami-
lies moved to Peshawar, Pakistan where they still live. 
 
In India Khairhullah began a new life as an entrepreneur who received commissions helping Afghani people who brought 
their food and supplies to sell in India.  Later he also resumed working at a butcher shop.  His wife (Khushnama) and 
daughters (Rahnuma and Nasrin) contributed to the family income as accomplished seamstresses including embroidery.  
Cricket, carrom, chess, and other board games were the children's favorite entertainment. Life was difficult in India as the 
family was classified as refugees and was not allowed to progress to citizenship, to attend government schools or have 
visas. 
 
The family is very appreciative of the generosity of the members of Six-Star churches. They have received donated furni-
ture, supplies, clothes, and transportation for medical and social service appointments. Azim has even received medical 
care at the Atlanta Medical Center for kidney stones. The children have their school supplies and are enrolled in school 
thanks to your donations. What is needed now? How can you help? 
 
Abbas is looking for a job, hopefully in finance where he previously worked, and Azim (who is fluent in English) is also 
seeking a job. The parents and two oldest girls need tutors to learn basic English before they will be able to work. They 
would also like to resume work as seamstresses, but first they will need a sewing machine. Adult bicycles would help the 
family become more independent in the community.  If you can help with any of these needs or are willing to social-
ize and introduce them to some of Atlanta's attractions, please call Marc Dryman at 770-458-0855.  Please keep 
this family in mind over the next few months as you hear about resources that could help them adjust to their new country. 
                             by Jean Ewing, submitted by Curt Schroeder 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 
1 pm 
Crochet 
Group 

4 
 
Noon 
Healing Svc. 
 
6:30pm-Handbells 

7:45pm-Choir 

5 6 
 
 
 
9:30 am 
PW Hosts  
Church Women 
United Meeting 

7 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Session Meeting 

9 10 
           10::00 am 
             6:30 pm 
            Circles 

 
1 pm 
Crochet 
Group 

11 
 
Noon 
Healing Svc. 
 
6:30pm-Handbells 

7:45pm-Choir 

 

12 13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Host Clifton 

15 16 17 
 
1 pm 
Crochet 
Group 

18 
March newsletter 
Submissions due 
 
Noon 
Healing Svc. 
 
6:30pm-Handbells 

7:45pm-Choir 

19 
 
11:30 am 
Senior 
Group 
Luncheon 

 

20 21 
 
 
Presbytery  
Meeting 

 
 
Host Clifton 

22 23 24 
 
1 pm 
Crochet 
Group 

25 
 
 
Noon 
Healing Svc. 
 
6:30pm-Handbells 

7:45pm-Choir 

26 27 28 
 
Session Retreat 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 9:30 am      Sunday School 
10:30 am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
11:00 am      Morning Worship 

February 1—Scott Johnson  February 14—Gary Ashley 
February 6—Bud Commins  February 14—Ashley DeVore  
February 7—Mary Ellen Shore  February 18—Todd Jones 
February 10—Weldon Palmour   February 19—Nancy Meinersmann 
February 11—Jeff Davis     February 23—Madeline Griffin 
February 12—Samuel Stryker, III February 24—Marilyn Stryker 
February 13—Ted Mikalsen  February  26—Nick Klemetson 


