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You are cordially invited to join us at 7 p.m. on Sunday, March 11, for a 
Lenten vesper service.  Feel free to spread the word to your friends, neighbors 
and co-workers and invite them to share in this time of worship which focuses 
on scripture and song. 
 
 

 
 
Several members of our Asbell Ringers will spend Saturday, March 17 
at Dunwoody United Methodist Church at a handbell clinic sponsored 
by Area IV of the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers.  There 
will be a free mini-concert open to the public at the conclusion of the 
clinic.  The time varies, but it is usually around 3 p.m.  Grab your 
shamrock and head over to the concert for a unique experience.   

          (Ask Helen Palmour how she liked it last year as a spectator.) 
 



 
 
 
 Some of you may be familiar with J.R.R. 
Tolkein’s The Lord of the Rings.  Some of you may even 
be devotees.  One of the main characters is Gandalf, 
who happens to be a wizard, a very human wizard.  His 
job is to guide an unusual band -- hobbits, humans, an 
elf and a dwarf -- on a perilous journey to an infernal 
place to destroy a magic and evil ring. 
 Gandalf is very clever and resourceful, but there 
is one region he is afraid to enter.  It is only after the 
traveling party nearly meets its doom in a mountain 
snowstorm that he determines he has no choice.  The 
place he fears the most is the deep mines of Moira, the 
ancient, underground realm of the dwarf kings. 
 At a deeper level, there is something within 
himself that Gandalf has been afraid to face.  It is a 
terror worse than all other dangers of the outside world 
can present.  In the fabulous film of this saga, this terror 
is represented by and enormous winged, fanged, 
thunderous, fire-breathing creature called the Balrog, a 
thing you or I would instantly recognize as a devil. 
 It pursues Gandalf and his clan in a furious 
chase through the mines, along with a horde of other 
malicious creatures continually firing arrows at them.  As 
they cross a crumbling bridge near an opening in the 
mountainside, the Balrog is nearly upon them.  Gandalf 
suddenly stops. He finds inside of himself a previously 
unknown courage.  He turns and faces down the 
menacing demon, placing himself between it and his 
companions, declaring, “You shall not pass!” 
 The bridge collapses under the weight of the 
Balrog.  Gandalf’s friends escape, but he cannot.  As the 
creature begins to plummet into the abyss, and with a 
whip of flame it ensnares Gandalf and drags him down 
with it. 
 As they hurtle headlong into a seemingly 
endless depth, Gandalf battles the gigantic flaming beast 
with his sword.  Certain death awaits him at the bottom, 
wherever that may be.  But it is a battle he must wage, 
or else, ironically, he cannot live. 
 Whether Gandalf actually dies or not is a matter 
for the viewer to interpret.  As he kills the Balrog, he 
himself slams into an icy mountaintop in the nether 
world, and lays there lifeless.   
 His friends, of course, having seen him dragged 
off the precipice, believe him to be dead.  Later on, 
however, he gives them quite a fright by appearing to 
them in the forest, radiant with new-found power.  
 Please don’t get the idea that I am trying to 
make Gandalf into a sort of Christ figure.  The reason I 
am telling this story is that it brought to life for me a 
saying that was read as I began a difficult period of 
training for the chaplaincy.  It comes from an account by 
Annie Dillard about what she experienced when she 
witnessed a total eclipse of the Sun. 

The sudden onslaught of darkness in the middle of what 
was supposed to be daytime terrified her.  In her 
description of the event she offered this meditation, 
which in turn was given to us “chaplings” at the 
beginning of our journey: 
 

In the deeps are the violence and terror of which 
psychology has warned us. But if you ride these 
monsters deeper down, if you drop with them 
farther over the world’s rim, you find what our 
sciences cannot locate or name, the substrate, 
the ocean or matrix or ether which buoys the 
rest, which gives goodness its power for good, 
and evil its power for evil, the unified field: our 
complex and inexplicable caring for each other, 
and for our life together here.  

 
 Jesus had to face his demons in the wilderness.  
Gandalf literally rode his.  Annie Dillard reminds us that 
these creatures -- or ghosts, or demons, or what-have-
you -- are a part of all of us.  Something of ourselves is 
incomplete, undeveloped, chained in a dungeon, so to 
speak.  To us it may have an unspeakable appearance.   
 But it may contain a gift of surprising beauty and 
strength.  It will remain fettered and unsightly, however, 
unless we find a way to face our fears and come to grips 
with it fully, openly and honestly.   
 The Gospel tells us that the Spirit led Jesus into 
a wilderness to face deprivation and temptation.  We are 
on a threshold of our own wilderness today.  We are just 
about to enter into a period of introspection and soul-
searching we call Lent.  This is not easy work.  It may 
even turn out to be a bit frightening, because we do not 
know to what parts of ourselves the Spirit may lead us. 

 Where the Gospel differs entirely from a fantasy 
story is that the wilderness we may fear to enter is not 
occupied solely by demons or other wild beasts.  The 
Holy Spirit led Jesus into it.  The Holy Spirit walked 
beside Jesus along every parched mile and through 
every onslaught of the Tempter. 

 Whatever it is we may face along our Lenten 
journey, the Spirit of God will face it with us.  Therefore 
let us begin this holy season by acknowledging our need 
for repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness 
offered to us in Jesus Christ.  Let us begin our journey 
with the sign of ashes, the ancient sign that speaks of 
the frailty and uncertainty of human life.  Let us begin our 
journey in faith, trusting in the empowering presence of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ, to 
observe a holy Lent, by self-examination and penitence, 
by prayer and fasting, by works of love, and by reading 
and meditating on the Word of God. 
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Ph:770-455-8117 

Fax: 770-455-8553 
Email: ��newcovenantpcusa@bellsouth.net�� 

 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Neale    
          ��pastorcnc@bellsouth.net�� 
 
Interim Music Director/Organist : Jamie Shiell                             
                          ��jws1971@gmail.com��   
 
Church Office:  
                             ��newcovenantpcusa@bellsouth.net�� 
 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 9 am-2 pm 
 

�Session Members 
 
�Class of 2007 
Nancy Berlin (Service) 
Joan Clemens (Stewardship & Finance) 
Jennelle Robertson (Fellowship) 
John Wheeler (Worship) 
 
�Class of 2008 
Bill Bower (Clerk of Session) 
Suzanne Holton (Worship) 
Patrick Lesley (Spiritual Growth) 
Nancy Meinersmann (Fellowship) 
 
�Class of 2009 
Scott Holton (Service) 
Jeannie Jones (Spiritual Growth) 
Richard Russ (Building & Grounds) 
 
�Youth Elder, Class of 2007 
Elizabeth Davis (Spiritual Growth) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session Highlights 
  
Here are some of the highlights from the stated 
session meeting held on February 11, 2006 
 
 Session discussed the upcoming annual 
congregational meeting.  
The annual meeting included the amending of the 
bylaws to decrease the size of session from 12 to 9 
members.  
 
Spiritual Growth held their fundraiser and raised 
$100 for committee programs.  
 
A negotiating team was created to negotiate terms 
and conditions with parties interested in using the 
church facilities.  
 
The Worship and Spiritual Growth committees 
developed and implemented a plan for Lenten 
Prayer partners, a spiritual discipline to help our 
congregation members prepare for Easter during 
the Lenten season.  
 
Worship committee scheduled a Lenten Vespers 
service for March 11, and a Maundy Thursday 
service for April 5, and discussed a possible Good 
Friday service on April 6.  
Worship also discussed using the area known as 
Matthew’s Corner to be redesigned as a center for 
Spirituality during Lent and possibly permanently. 
 
Presbyterian women requested the date of May 
20th be The Gifts of Women Sunday.  
 
Service committee will help with the GALEO 
leadership event over the months of March and 
April. They will also keep the congregation 
informed when they receive information about the 
annual Hunger Walk.  
 
Buildings and Grounds discussed the need to 
remove dead trees and vines around property. Also 
discussed the need to fix outdoor lighting for sign 
and light in Matthew’s Corner, replacing the rotten 
cross on the large outdoor sign, and the small sign 
on the Montessori side. Also discussed cleaning 
the sanctuary carpet to remove wax.  
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Richard Russ  March 1 
Kristin Johnson  March 2 
Carol Payne   March 2 
Kathy Davis   March 3 
Pauline Weaver March 3 
Bill Washburn  March 8 
Susan Goslin  March 12 
Jason Clay  March 13 
Kaitlyn Jordan  March 15 
Bob Weaver  March 15 
Jim Wilson  March 16 
Samuel Stryker March 18 
Telford White  March 18 
John Meinersmann March 19 
Keller Smith  March 20 
Cameron Jordan March 20 
Savannah Jordan  March 20 

AIM Item of the month for 
March 

is 
 

Please leave your donations in the 
bins located by any exit. 

Please remove all grocery bags. 
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   YTD-07  YTD-07 
   Actual  Budget 
 
Pledged Offerings 11,593  10,774   
Total Operating Income 16,039  14,791 
 
   Jan 07  Jan 07 
   Actual  Budget 
 
Pledged Offerings 11,593  10,774 
Total Operating Income 16,039  14,791 
 
 

�The Clifton Night Hospitality volunteers this month are�: 
Mar.   3  – Norcross Presbyterian 
Mar. 10  – Ted & Suzanne Mikalsen  
Mar. 14  – Frank Wright 
MAr. 17 – Kenneth & Marty Riviere, Marc Dryman 
 (If you would like to learn more about Clifton, please 
click on the icon to the left.) 
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               March  

  Lectionary Readings 
 

March 4 Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps. 27;  
Lent 2  Phil. 3:17—4:1; Luke 13:31-35 
 
March 11 Isa. 55:1-9; Ps. 63:1-8; 1 Cor. 10:1-
Lent 3  13; Luke 13:1-9 
 
March 18 Josh. 5:9-12; Ps. 32; 2 Cor. 5:16-
Lent 4  21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
   
March 25 Isa. 43:16-21; Ps. 126; Phil. 3:4b-
Lent 5  14; John 12:1-8 
     

The Blend  
Friday Night 
Study Group 
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The circles will meet March 13th at their respective times. 
 
The Council will meet March 25th immediately following church.  Final mission plans will be discussed and have a 
report of the nominating committee.   
 
I received a copy of the spring Path Ways which listed the following meetings for PWs: 
   
 Annual Gathering – Sunday March 18th 
  2:30 pm --- 4:00 pm 
  Peachtree Presbyterian 
 
 2007 Spiritual Spring Retreat 
  Saturday April 28 – Sunday April 29 
  Callaway Gardens 
 
Circle leaders will have detailed information on the two meetings. 
 
 
Jennelle Robertson 
Moderator 
 
Fourteen lucky people have received the most delicious, loving Valentine packages, full of every kind of delight – 
some practical and helpful, like Kleenex and school supplies – but mostly a variety of goodies.  Thanks you all for 
helping the PW and young PW with this fun project and for contributing financial aid for postage. 
 
-CC 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 
����
����	���� ��!	��"����		���!����������	��	����� ���������!������	�����	���
���	���#����	������������
��$�%��
��������������	�� 	����������#����	���
�
��������	���	���������
����������$�����������		���� 
�������	�������	��	������	����
&�''�����	��
������	$������������������������������ 
�����	��
 



��������	
���
�
����������

�
�

��
���������������������� 
��� ����	�!!�
�������"�#���������� ��	
�$����	�������%
����

�
��
���&'������ (��$����	��
�

��������	) ���
��

�
�
��
�������*�����������+�,�����-�
���.
� ��� 		!��
�
��
����/������������������� 
��� ����	�!!�
������������������*�����������+�,������-��
�
��
����"������������������� 
��� ����	�!!�
�������������������"�#���������� (��$����	�������%
 ����
�

�
$

���
��
0����(
���
���
�� (��$����	��
�

���
1	 

��23�$3���2�
4��
�� !
������)
���
�� (��

��
!����
!
���
����
 �(��		��


�� �
������
 �� ) ���	!�����(��
���

��������) �(����5
� ����
(
�����6�!��5
�!�

������)
�4��
�

	
�!
���
�!7�

8��4�����)
���4�9�
!� ��!��
�:��	��	 ;
����! (����� ��	
�!
���������,��
 �;�<
!	
4����
���'���'��*���
� ��	
!	
4=5
		!������
� �
.
��	 �
���
�

( !�
�� ��� !���
���*��2�
�

�

���5 
( �!����/���������1
 ��4��
��
���& �� �����
��!�$����4����
����� �� �����

�	�������





 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
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3  GALEO 

4 
��������� �
Fellowship 
comm, after 
worship;  
Worship comm. 
after worship 

5 6 
 
Crochet 1 pm 
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8 9 10 
 
 
 
Clifton 

11 
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Crochet 1 pm 
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17 GALEO 
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Clifton 

18 
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19 20 
 
Crochet 1 pm 

 

21 
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27 
 
Crochet 1 pm 
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31 GALEO 
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