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Dear Friends, 
 
This year’s Lenten season presents us with 
numerous opportunities for spiritual enrichment, 
and I encourage you to take part in as many as you 
can. 
 
����������	����������
� ��������� �
Closest to home will be the prayer partner program 
offered by our Worship Committee.  You can spend 
some time slowing down a little and reflecting with 
another person on your faith life and its relationship 
to your day-to-day existence.  You will be hearing 
from them about this in the next week or two. 
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Ash Wednesday, February 21�

st
�, 7:00 pm 

Lenten Vesper Service: TBA 
Palm Sunday, April 1�

st
�, 10:30 am 

Maundy Thursday, April 5�

th
�, 7:00 pm 

Good Friday: TBA 
Easter Sunday, April 8�

th
�, 10:30 am 
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One opportunity I am particularly excited about is 
the Community Leadership series we are hosting at 
CNC in March and April.  The workshops are 
designed to provide ordinary folks like you and me 
with skills, information resources and leadership 
strategies for addressing the needs of our 
communities.  The sponsoring organization is 
GALEO: The Georgia Association of Latino 
Elected Officials (not to be confused with the 
famous scientist).  The program and its materials 
have been developed by the University of Georgia’s 

Fanning Institute.  GALEO is one of the 
organizations that serves the population of our 
church’s immediate neighborhood, much of which 
is Hispanic.  I urge you to attend, and here’s why: 
The gift to us in this is a unique opportunity to get 
to know our neighbors and begin to learn firsthand 
about how their needs and our gifts may serve one 
another.  In addition to that, you might be surprised 
to learn that you have more power than you thought 
in addressing important issues in your own 
community.  You can find the flyer on page 9, 
which will give you more information about the 
Institute and how to register.  I hope to see you 
there. 
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Is peace something we can realistically hope for in 
the Middle East?  Can a workable and just solution 
to the conflicting claims to a homeland be achieved 
in Palestine?  Explore these questions through a 
special series presented by our presbytery’s 
Outreach Ministry Team, beginning Sunday 
afternoon, February 25�

th
�.  Members of Atlanta’s 

Islamic, Jewish, Israeli and Palestinian communities 
will share their perspectives with us in panel 
discussions to be held in local Presbyterian 
churches.  I will be moderating one of the 
presentations, and I plan to attend them all.  Please 
join me!  See the flyer on page 6 for locations and 
times. 
 
There’s lots going on here.  Make the most of it! 
 
Blessings, 
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Ph:770-455-8117 

Fax: 770-455-8553 
Email: ��newcovenantpcusa@bellsouth.net�� 

 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Neale    
          ��pastorcnc@bellsouth.net�� 
 
Interim Music Director/Organist : Jamie Shiell                             
                          ��jws1971@gmail.com��   
 
Secretary: Rebecca Lesley 
                             ��newcovenantpcusa@bellsouth.net�� 
 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 9 am-2 pm 
 

�Session Members 
 
�Class of 2007 
Nancy Berlin (Service) 
Joan Clemens (Stewardship & Finance) 
Jennelle Robertson (Fellowship) 
John Wheeler (Worship) 
 
�Class of 2008 
Bill Bower (Clerk of Session) 
Suzanne Holton (Worship) 
Patrick Lesley (Spiritual Growth) 
Nancy Meinersmann (Fellowship) 
 
�Class of 2009 
Scott Holton (Service) 
Jeannie Jones (Spiritual Growth) 
Richard Russ (Building & Grounds) 
 
�Youth Elder, Class of 2007 
Elizabeth Davis (Spiritual Growth) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session Highlights 
  
Here are some of the highlights from the stated 
session meeting held on January 14, 2006 
 
The big news is the approval of the zero-based 
budget for Church of the New Covenant. This 
means that we will pay only salaries and building 
maintenance. Session designated $11,000 from 
reserves to cover expenditures for the first 6 
months as committees adjust to this budget. 
 
Session approved a motion to provide space for 
GALEO to conduct leadership seminars, based 
upon agreement with the 7�

th
� Day Adventists.  

 
A motion was made to hold the Annual 
Congregational and Corporation meeting on Feb. 
25, 2007 
 
Fellowship is planning a family game night in Feb. 
Date TBA. 
 
Spiritual Growth reports that a confirmation class 
will be held sometime in the spring quarter. Dates 
and times TBA.  
SG is also looking for Sunday School teachers for 
the new year.  
 



�
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

��
��

&��������������������
�������������
������

���� "�����'"��
����������
�����
�����

��(��������
��)�����'����
� ���*�������
����������

��	������� ���
� � � � � � �����

�+����
�

���
�����

 
 
 

���������������� 
���
���
���
��� ����"��	�����"��	�����"��	�����"��	����� ����
����

Scott Johnson  Feb. 1 
Bud Commins Feb. 6 
Mary Ellen Shore Feb. 7 
Weldon Palmour Feb. 10 
Jeff Davis  Feb. 11 
Samuel Stryker, III Feb. 12 
Ted Mikalsen Feb. 13 
Gary Ashley Feb. 14 
Ashley DeVore Feb. 14 
Nancy Meinersmann Feb. 19 
Mandy Griffin Feb. 23 
Marilyn Stryker Feb. 24 
 

AIM Item of the month for 
February 

is 

Canned Meats  
 

Please leave your donations in the 
bins located by any exit. 

Please remove all grocery bags. 
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   YTD-06  YTD-06 
   Actual  Budget 
 
Pledged Offerings 86,416  97,500   
Total Operating Income 129,525  136,650 
 
   Sept 06  Sept 06 
   Actual  Budget 
 
Pledged Offerings 7,504  10,833 
Total Operating Income 11,815  15,183 
 
 

�The Clifton Night Hospitality volunteers this month are�: 
Feb.   3  – Norcross Presbyterian 
Feb. 10  – Ted & Suzanne Mikalsen  
Feb. 14  – Frank Wright 
Feb. 17 – The Weavers, Jan Kepic & Sandy Bond 
 (If you would like to learn more about Clifton, please 
click on the icon to the left.) 
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The Worship Committee is encouraging every member of CNC to join in the Lenten Discipline 
of prayer partners. If you are interested in this powerful and spiritual way of keeping Lent, 

please sign up in the pass through no later than Sunday, Feb. 11. Then, on Feb. 18, the partners 
will be announced, giving them time to coordinate schedules before Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, Feb. 21. There will be a minute for mission during worship explaining how this 
discipline works and ideas for sharing with your prayer partner.  
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               February  

  Lectionary Readings 
 

Feb.  4  Isa. 6:1-8 (9-13); Ps. 138;  
  1 Cor. 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
 
Feb. 11 Jer. 17:5-10; Ps. 1; 1 Cor. 15:12-20; 
  Luke 6:17-26 
 
Feb. 18 Exod. 34:29-35; Ps. 99;  
Transfig- 2 Cor. 3:12—4:2; Luke 9:28-36 
uration  (37-43) 
 
Feb. 21 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; or Isa. 58:1-12;  
Ash Wed. Ps. 51:1-17; 2 Cor. 5:20b—6:10; 
  Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
Feb. 25 Deut. 26:1-11; Ps. 91:1-2, 9-16; 
  Rom. 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 

The Blend  
Friday Night 
Study Group 
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The youth will be collecting money and canned goods  for the 
PATH (Presbyterian Answer To Hunger) program and th e AIM food 
pantry on Feb. 4 before and after worship.  
 
Food Fact: 
It costs less than $6 to help provide a family of f our with three 
meals a day for an entire week. 
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 The January meeting of the circles was a joint meeting. 
Special guests were present from Clifton Night Shelter which the women have chosen to have 
as a home mission. The guests discussed what was going on with Clifton and some of the needs 
that they need for the shelter. With the help of the congregation, the women had a shower for 
Clifton which was presented to our guests.  They were very, very appreciative of all the items 
sent to Clifton from the church. 
 
Donations also were brought for the Valentine boxes which are sent to students and friends of 
the church.  Claire Commines is in charge of packing and sending the boxes, which will be sent 
February 10�th�. 
 
May 20�

th
� has been scheduled for the Gifts of Women.  AT this time, the new officers will be 

installed. 
 
Jennelle Robertson  
Moderator 
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Our culture does not know what to do with Ash Wednesday. We do a pretty good job with the feasting right 
before Ash Wednesday, mind you—more and more people even outside of New Orleans celebrate Mardi Gras 
with beads and floats, and more and more people devour pancakes and waffles at Shrove Tuesday celebrations.    

The Presbyterian church has been unsure about the recognition of this day until relatively recently. Growing up 
in the southern Presbyterian church, I never heard of an Ash Wednesday worship service until I went off to 
college and met some Catholics. Isn’t this a Catholic day? What is this about smearing ashes on our foreheads 
anyway? How does this help us to live as faithful Christians?  

Suggested readings for the day may serve to confuse us even further. Are we gathering for the express purpose 
of ignoring what both Isaiah and Jesus tell us to do? Isaiah says, “Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble 
oneself? Is it a day to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a 
fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?” And Jesus says in Matthew’s Gospel, “Beware of practicing your piety 
before others in order to be seen by them . . . whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret. . . . and whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others they are fasting. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash 
your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret. . . .” What exactly 
is Ash Wednesday about except practicing our piety and disfiguring our faces? Why exactly do Christians 
gather on this otherwise unremarkable Wednesday?  

 

 



With Ash Wednesday, we enter a time of Lenten discipline, traditionally a time of fasting and prayer in 
preparation for receiving or reaffirming baptism at Easter. Fasting and prayer can be abused, as both Isaiah and 
Jesus knew. Both men criticized public piety, not because the actions were wrong but because they were 
practiced for the wrong reasons. The people of Isaiah’s day were fasting and praying to attract God’s attention. 
They cried out to God, “Why do you not notice our carefully cultivated piety?” They were fasting and praying 
to earn points with God. But did this fasting enable people to change their lives? Isaiah says to them, “Look, 
you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.” Any piety that does not pay 
attention to the basic commandment to love our neighbors is no piety at all. Isaiah’s audience was calling out 
for God’s attention, but God was listening to the cries of the hungry and the homeless in their midst.  

The people to whom Jesus was speaking, on the other hand, were fasting and praying to attract other people’s 
attention. They wanted the social status that came with being good, upstanding religious persons. They wanted 
points for being seen at the prayer breakfasts. Jesus did not say “practicing piety is unimportant.” He said, “Do 
not do it for public gain.”  

Presbyterians do not enter this period of fasting and prayer to attract God’s attention or to be noticed by other 
people. Lent is a way of paying attention to our own lives. We receive the sign of the cross on our foreheads to 
focus our attention on who we really are. In this way we remind ourselves that we are bound for death—and 
that we are bound to the death of Jesus Christ. Ash Wednesday and the whole of Lent provide a time to focus 
our attention on the mystery at the heart of the Christian life: that through death, the death of Jesus Christ, we 
have entered new life. In our baptism, we have been joined with Christ in death in order that we may have life 
eternal.  

In his poem titled “Ash Wednesday,” T. S. Eliot described “the dreamcrossed twilight between birth and dying” 
and “the time of tension between dying and birth.” Eliot was talking about this day, but he was also talking 
about the character of the Christian life, in which death is both before and behind. We can frankly acknowledge 
our own death ahead because in Christ that death has no more power over us. As Paul says to the Corinthians, 
“We are treated as impostors, and yet are true, as unknown, and yet are well known, as dying, and see—we are 
alive.”  

The paradox of Ash Wednesday, and of Lent, is that we take on particular disciplines—fasting, prayer, 
service—in order to repent and conform ourselves more closely to the life and death of Christ, all the while 
recognizing that Christ has already come to us before we sought him. This is the paradox of the baptized life. 
We have been joined to Christ once, but we spend the rest of our lives trying to live into that union.  

Turning to Christ means turning also to all our neighbors who suffer. According to Isaiah, fasting and praying 
that brings us to act on behalf of these neighbors is the fast that is acceptable to God.  

As Christians receive the sign of the cross marked in ashes and as we observe a holy Lent, we remember our 
baptism. We remember that as baptized Christians, we live in the “dreamcrossed twilight between birth and 
dying” but also in the “time of tension between dying and birth.” We have already died once. The light of the 
resurrection waits for us at the end of the journey. Ash Wednesday invites us to turn again, take up our cross, 
and move ahead on the way to meet the one who shapes us, marks us, claims us as his own.  

The author, Martha Moore-Keish, is Assistant Professor of Liturgical Studies at Yale Divinity School. 
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GALEO Institute for Leadership-DeKalb/Gwinnett 

to be held at 

Church of the New Covenant 

Presbyterian Church (USA), 3330 Chestnut Drive, Dor aville 

Sessions Begin March 3, 2007  
 

APPLY TODAY !  Application Deadline: January 31, 2007 
 
Would you or someone you know like to become further engaged in solving your own community’s issues and challenges? 
Everyone has the capability to become a leader and should be afforded the opportunities to bring those assets to their community. 

The GALEO Latino Community Development Fund has implemented the GALEO Institute for Leadership to 
focus upon the leadership development of the Latino community across our state. As part of the GALEO 
Institute for Leadership, we have formed a strategic partnership with the University of Georgia’s Fanning 
Institute to expand and develop our joint efforts for the Community Leadership Program.  The seminars are 
open to all persons, regardless of their ethnic background. 

The curriculum being utilized for the GALEO Institute for Leadership will be the University of Georgia’s 
Fanning Institute 4th Edition CLP (revised 2006). The curriculum provides ten modules designed to assist 
participants in: 

·  becoming more knowledgeable about themselves, leadership practices and their communities 
·  developing skills needed to assist them in becoming stronger community leaders 
·  coming together to use their newly acquired knowledge and enhanced leadership skills to address 

community issues, needs, problems and challenges 
·  exercising leadership by engaging themselves in activities and undertaking projects to improve their 

communities. 

Classes will be held on Saturdays:  March 3, 17, 31, and April 14, 28, 2007 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
Registration fee: Students: $25.00, non-students $50.00.  

·  Includes all sessions, materials and meals 
·  Scholarships available according to financial need 

 
These sessions will be conducted in English and will be held at the Church of the New Covenant, PCUSA, 
3330 Chestnut Drive, Doraville. Diverse participants with appropriate language proficiency are encouraged to 
apply. The leadership sessions are more beneficial to all when the group represents a wide ethnic diversity. 
EVERYONE is encouraged to apply.  Participants will be selected based upon their potential for leadership 
opportunities and their language proficiency/preference. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Other locations and more information, including application forms, are available 
on the GALEO website: ��http://www.galeo.org/institute4leadership.php�� 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
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5 6 
 
Crochet 1 pm 

 

7 
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8 9 
 
 

10 
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Clifton 

11 
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12 13 
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Crochet 1 pm 
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14 
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15 16 
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17 
 
 
 

Clifton 

18 19 20 
 
Crochet 1 pm 

 

21 
 

 
7 pm 

22 23 
 
March 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

24 

25 26 27 
 
Crochet 1 pm 

 

28 
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